State of Qalifornia
@Conunission on Judicial Performeance
1o Zﬁnﬁlarh Street, Buite 300
San gﬂrnntiscn, @?\ 94105
(415) 904-3650
FAX (415) 904-3666

February 14, 1994

Honor abl e Janmes L. Stevens, Jr.
Judge of the Superior Court
County of Yolo

72 5 Court Street, Room2 07
Whodl and, CA 95695

Dear Judge Stevens:

The Conmm ssion on Judicial Performance has determ ned that
you should be publicly reproved for the follow ng conduct:

"1. Judge Stevens, while presiding over cases, has made
i mproper and of fensive remarks:

For exanple, in a well-publicized civil case decided in
1991, a parental rights suit which involved a spermdonor,
Judge Stevens nmade denigrating remarks about parties to the
case, as follows:

In inquiring about the obligation for child support, Judge
Stevens trivialized the relationships involved by
m scharacterizing themwhen he set forth a hypothetica
scenario wherein one of the litigants called the other party to
the case "sweetheart. Judge Stevens stated, "She said to him
sweet heart make ne a baby...", despite the absence of a
romantic relationship between the parties.

In the sane case, Judge Stevens also stated, "As | |ook at
it, |I frankly get the very distinct inpression that this child
is conceived as a sort of a toy for the nother and her friend,
sonething to fill their lives up and to hell with the needs of
the child and to hell with the rights of the father."

I n anot her exanple, following a hearing and court
appearance by a nmale defendant in a crimnal case in My of
1993, Judge Stevens comented about the defendant to the female
clerks in the courtroom "Ladies, howwould you like to wake up
with that naked in your bed?" or words to that effect.
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2. Judge Stevens used | anguage and engaged in behavi or toward
menbers of the court staff which were abusive and deneani ng.

Thi s behavi or included his discontinuing the services of
his court reporter of sone seven years as his official court
reporter after presenting her with a partially rotten zucchi ni
which to sone observers conveyed a sexual connotation. The
judge later joked about the incident and appeared to trivialize
t he enpl oyee's concern.

The commi ssion found that Judge Stevens' conduct was in
di sregard of the California Code of Judicial Conduct. Canon 1
of the Code of Judicial Conduct provides that a judge "should
participate in establishing, naintaining and enforcing high
standards of conduct, and should personally observe those
standards so that the integrity and independence of the
judiciary will be preserved." Canon 2 of the Code of Judicial
Conduct provides that a judge "should respect and conply with
the | aw and should act at all tinmes in a manner that pronotes
public confidence in the integrity and inpartiality of the
judiciary.” Canon 3 of the Code of Judicial Conduct provides
that "a judge should be patient, dignified, and courteous to
l[itigants, jurors, wtnesses, |lawers, and others with whomt he
judge deals in an official capacity and should require simlar
conduct of |awyers, and of staff, court officials and others
subject to the judge's direction and control."

Extensive publicity over these matters di mnished public
confidence in the judiciary and brought the judiciary into
di sreput e.

In mitigation, the judge has acknow edged t hat he has
of f ended peopl e and has apol ogi zed and he has agreed to refrain
from further conduct as exenplified herein and to attend
appropriate communi cation and sensitivity classes.”

This public reproval is being issued with your consent.
Very truly yours,
‘ R
Viictoria B. Henley
Di rectotr—-Chiieff Counsell
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